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BIOMED STUDENTS TAKE THIRD AT BIOENGINEERING
CONFERENCE
April 9, 2009 by JoLynne Lyon

Eric Monson presented the poster at the Institute of Biological Engineering conference.

Two students who work in the Center for Persons with Disabilities’ Biomedical Lab were honored in March when they placed in the
undergraduate poster competition at the annual Institute of Biological Engineering conference in Santa Clara, California.
Eric Monson and Andrew Vanderwerf collaborated on the poster, which describes the use of a flourescent dye to determine how many
copies of the C4A and C4B gene are present in a DNA sample. Monson presented the poster at the conference, where it won third place.
The green dye process is related to their continued work to find an affordable way to test DNA in specialized applications, including disease
research. Their goal is to more equally reproduce human DNA for experiments, leading to a better understanding of genetic diseases.
Though the dye process can be applied to any gene, it was developed with autism research in mind. The two students received an
Undergraduate Research and Creative Opportunities grant from Utah State University to fund their work in 2008.
The students are both seniors who work in the biomedical lab under the direction of Dr. Anthony Torres.

